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I wish you success in getting your idea en-
acted and would be willing to help in any
way that I can.

Sincerely,
RUDOLPH G. PENNER.

WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL
CENTER FOR SCHOLARS,
Washington, DC, July 7, 2006.
Hon. FRANK R. WOLF,
Washington, DC.

DEAR FRANK: Thank you for sending along
your excellent proposal to establish a na-
tional bipartisan commission on America’s
looming fiscal crisis. I agree that we must
hastily address the very grave financial chal-
lenges before our nation. You have laid out a
thoughtful and effective way forward. In par-
ticular, it is important to put everything on
the table—entitlement spending, federal pro-
grams, and tax policy. Mandating congres-
sional action would also ensure that a pro-
spective commission does not issue a report
that gathers dust on a shelf.

On another note, the Iraq Study Group
continues to make excellent progress, and I
once again thank you for your leadership
and support of our efforts.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,
LEE H. HAMILTON.

MANATT JONES GLOBAL STRATEGIES,
Washington, DC, June 26, 2006.
Hon. FRANK R. WOLF,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN WOLF: Thank you for
your letter and for sending me a copy of your
legislation, H.R. 5552. I can’t speak highly
enough in commending you for leading this
much needed effort and for the comprehen-
siveness of your proposal.

As a former House Budget Committee
Chairman who subsequently headed the
American Stock Exchange among other busi-
ness activities since leaving the Congress, I
have been appalled and discouraged by the
recklessness and disregard of our govern-
ment’s fiscal policy. These unconscious able
deficits and mounting federal debt load fi-
nanced primarily by foreigners are an eco-
nomic time bomb waiting to explode. If I
were managing a private company this irre-
sponsibly, the shareholders should demand
my resignation.

We hear much talk about our national se-
curity and energy security. But to put our
economic security so much in the hands of
foreign interests is gambling at its worst.

In addition to the economic dangers, this
is also a moral issue in that our generation
is saddling our children and grand-children
with the responsibility for paying off our
profligacy. That can only reduce the stand-
ard of living of future generations. How can
we justify such immorality.

I am so proud that you are stepping for-
ward to try to pass legislation with teeth to
force both the Congress and the Executive
Branch to make hard choices to get our fis-
cal house on a path to responsibility. I hope
that you will make this a bi-partisan effort.
I will be pleased to support you in every way
I can and to urge my fellow Democrats to
join you in this effort.

Sincerely yours,
JAMES R. JONES.
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RECOGNIZING SAMUEL GILBERT
OAS FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK
OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Samuel Gilbert Oas a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 9, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Samuel has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Samuel has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Samuel Gilbert Oas for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, due to
a mechanical failure with my voting card, my
vote in favor of H. Res. 921 was not recorded
(rolicall vote No. 391).

| strongly support the state of Israel, and am
in full support of its actions to defend itself
against the attacks by Hamas and Hezbollah.
Both of these terrorist organizations are com-
prised of terrorist thugs and must be rooted
out in order for peace to be achieved in the
region, and their use of civilians as shields is
deplorable.

| am grateful that Israel has taken so many
steps to wage a careful, targeted effort, fo-
cused on eliminating terrorist elements while
also minimizing other damage.

| applaud the President for moving forward
on the right track in demanding that Hezbollah
be eliminated from Lebanon, and also hope
this will be the opportunity for the Arab world
to unite against terrorism. Iran and Syria
should take notice—supporting terrorist organi-
zations is not a proper activity of governments.

Mr. Speaker, | once again reiterate my
strong support of H. Res. 921, and would
have voted in favor if my voting card had reg-
istered successfully.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on Monday July
24th, | was unavoidably detained due to family
matters | had to attend to in Seattle, WA and
was not present for rollcall votes on that day.

Had | been present | would have voted:

“Yea” on rollcall 394, to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a pilot program under
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which up to 15 States may issue electronic
Federal migratory bird hunting stamps.

“Yea” on rollcall 395, to reduce temporarily
the royalty required to be paid for sodium pro-
duced on Federal lands, and for other pur-
poses.

“Yea” on rollcall 396, to establish a grant
program whereby moneys collected from viola-
tions of the corporate average fuel economy
program are used to expand infrastructure
necessary to increase the availability of alter-
native fuels.

———

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND LEWIS
RANDOLPH

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Reverend Lewis Randolph who
will celebrate 30 years as pastor of the Anti-
och Missionary Baptist Church on October
14th in my hometown of Flint, Michigan.

Reverend Randolph was installed as pastor
of Antioch Baptist Church in 1976 as the
church’s fifteenth pastor. He quickly made an
imprint upon the congregation by a twofold
plan of renovating the physical structure of the
church grounds and by evangelizing in the
community.

Starting in 1979 and continuing over the
next 30 years, Pastor Randolph renovated the
sanctuary, improved the parking lots, added a
new kitchen, dining facility, and improved the
upper level of the church.

As a part of the church’s covenant “to strive
for the advancement of this church in knowl-
edge, holiness, and comfort; to promote its
prosperity and spirituality”; Reverend Ran-
dolph has organized and supported numerous
auxiliaries and ministries. These include the
Voices of Antioch Choir, the Usher Board and
a Concerned Committee to help persons re-
turn to the church. He added a new Easter
Sunday worship service, supports a ministry in
Haiti, teaches a weekly Bible class, and dis-
tributes Bibles and baskets of food in the com-
munity.

Recognizing the need to encourage young
people, he has made sure that Antioch Mis-
sionary Baptist Church has been well rep-
resented in the Young Peoples Department of
the National Baptist Convention, USA, Incor-
porated over the past several years. Under his
tutelage several pastors began their ministries
with his guidance and direction.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Reverend Lewis Randolph. The
Flint community is a better place because of
his leadership.

———

RECOGNIZING DREW KELLY FOR
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE
SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Drew Kelly, a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
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of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America and in
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Drew has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Drew has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Drew Kelly for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. PETE G.
MEHAS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Pete G. Mehas, Fresno County
Superintendent of Schools. Dr. Mehas is retir-
ing at the end of his current term and his un-
wavering commitment to students and edu-
cation will be missed, but never forgotten.

Like many others, | consider myself fortu-
nate to count Pete Mehas as a friend and ad-
visor. His life’s work embodies the very basic
values—hard work, respect for people and
family—that make it possible for a person to
have a profound influence on others.

Pete Mehas was born, raised and educated
in Fresno, California. Growing up he worked
during the 40s and 50s for his father at the
Fresno Malt Shop and the Athenian Res-
taurant. At age 19 Pete hitchhiked around the
world on a personal odyssey of discovery and
cultural exploration. Over the years, the call of
family and his pride of heritage have drawn
him back to his ancestral homeland, the mag-
nificent Greek Islands. But Pete Mehas has al-
ways come back to the Central Valley where
he spent his professional career advancing
education on many fronts, in classrooms,
boardrooms and the legislative halls of Sac-
ramento and our nation’s capitol.

During his career, Pete has been a teacher,
a coach, a school principal, an associate dis-
trict superintendent and a legislative advocate.
His efforts on behalf of education have been
driven by his often-stated belief that, “Children
are the living message we send to a time we
will not see.” His personal objective has al-
ways been to serve as a model of high values,
coupled with strong character and love of
country and to hopefully pass those standards
on to the next generation.

Pete has never let his success go to his
head. In fact, to this day he continues to visit
classrooms to read to young students and en-
courage them to succeed. His utter lack of
pretense has been a hallmark of his career
and made it possible for him to inspire others
and bring people together.

Elected four times to the position of Fresno
County Superintendent of Schools, Pete
Mehas’ well-documented career dedication to
education has been recognized many times by
others. He has participated in Presidential
Education Summits on education, served as
an education policy advisor to three California
governors and held leadership positions in nu-
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merous education organizations and associa-
tions. Pete’s many honors include being the
first recipient in 1990 of the Fresno Public
Education Fund’s Gold Star Alumni Award.
And his leadership has been praised by orga-
nizations as varied as the California Farm Bu-
reau Federation and the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers.

Beyond the honors that have come his way
as his professional success multiplied over the
years, Pete Mehas has always been devoted
to his family. His mother Sylvia, his wife Demi,
sisters Tula and Georgia and his daughters
Alethea and Andreanna have enriched his life
as only family can.

And though Pete Mehas has talked with
world leaders, Presidents, Governors and
business leaders, | know nothing compares to
the loving sound he hears from his twin grand-
daughters, Andreanna and Isabella, when they
whisper “pappou”, Greek for “grandpa”, in his
ear.

Though he will soon retire as Fresno County
Superintendent of Schools, there can be no
uncertainty that Pete Mehas will continue to
make a valuable contribution to his commu-
nity, state and nation. Pete’s future efforts will,
| am sure, be reflective of his personal philos-
ophy which is summed up so well in the words
of his favorite songwriter, Jimmy Buffet, when
he sings, “Yesterdays are over my shoulder,
so | can’t look back for too long. There’s just
too much to see waiting in front of me, and |
know that | just can’t go wrong.”

————

CONGRATULATING ISRAEL’S
MAGEN DAVID ADOM SOCIETY

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY A, WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 18, 2006

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | join my col-
leagues in congratulating Magen David Adom,
Israel’s national emergency medical service,
as a fully admitted and recognized member of
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement. This 60-year effort to win member-
ship for Israel’s humanitarian society solely on
the basis the MDA uses the Star of David as
its symbol.

Since its founding in 1930, MDA has been
a leading participant in international humani-
tarian relief efforts and in training and instruc-
tion in emergency services techniques. Re-
grettably, the organization has been denied
full membership in the International Committee
for the Red Cross, ICRC, because of anti-
Israel bias among countries that refuse to rec-
ognize the State of Israel or the symbol of the
Star of David. This political discrimination is in
direct violation of the ICRC principle of main-
taining neutrality and impartiality in conflicts.

MDA has been a committed humanitarian
society embodying all the goals and ideals of
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.
MDA has been an impartial force in the inter-
national community helping victims all over the
world after the Southeast Asian tsunami, Hur-
ricane Katrina, disastrous flooding of the River
Danube in Romania, even helping those con-
sidered enemies of Israel. But for 60 years,
Israel was denied membership. There was no
good reason for MDA to be forced to wait this
long to be a member of ICRC when their ef-

E1517

forts are solely humanitarian and separate
from the decades-old political conflict existing
in the Middle East.

The process of International recognition has
been a long and arduous process tainted by
discrimination allowing politics to outweigh the
humanitarian objectives of the MDA. A diplo-
matic conference in Geneva in December
2005 was a significant step in the process of
enabling MDA to finally become a full member
in the International Committee of the Red
Cross. On December 8, 2005 the signatory
countries to the Geneva Conventions ap-
proved a Third Additional Protocol establishing
a new neutral Red Crystal emblem by a vote
of 98 in favor, 27 against, with 10 abstentions.
After all these years, the Syrian delegation still
tried to stall the vote, but in the end was un-
able to prevent the adoption of the Third Pro-
tocol.

| am pleased that this longstanding injustice
has been rectified and MDA is permitted to
conduct international humanitarian operations
under a third neutral symbol. We should not
allow decades old disputes and larger, unre-
lated political problems in the Middle East to
impede the work of Israel’s humanitarian aid
society.

| also take this time to applaud the efforts of
U.S. diplomats and American organizations for
bringing the issue of MDA'’s exclusion from the
ICRC to the focus of the international commu-
nity. Without U.S. leadership on this important
issue and the pressure that both our leaders
and the American Red Cross put on the ICRC,
this wrong that has existed since Israel’s
founding would not have been redressed. Our
country understood that we should not allow
politics to prevail over humanitarian efforts in
any country no matter what the political cli-
mate or religious beliefs are. | also thank the
American Red Cross for its continued support
to help open the channels for MDA’s accept-
ance in the ICRC. | fully support the decision
of the American Red Cross, since 2000, to
protest the exclusion of MDA by withholding
$42 million in annual dues from ICRC. Finally,
| would like to thank Hadassah, the Women’s
Zionist Organization of America, for its efforts
lobbying Congress and working with the U.N.
and the American Red Cross in support of
MDA.

MDA should never have been linked to the
fate of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and with
the adoption of a third neutral symbol will be
able to fulfill its humanitarian mission. The
adoption of a neutral symbol is a celebration
that humanitarian principles have triumphed
above politics and bigotry.

HONORING TIM FRIEDMAN

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 24, 2006

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, today | want
to honor Tim Friedman, who will be retiring
after 30 years of service in the Democratic
Cloakroom. My staff and | rely on the Cloak-
room on a daily basis. The Cloakroom staff is
reliable and knowledgeable and serves as the
voice of reason during often chaotic times on
the floor. Tim Friedman was a big part of the
Cloakroom operations and | know my col-
leagues and | will miss seeing him everyday.
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